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 Pastor Steve Cox has pastored at Cornerstone Community Fellowship for 25 years. He 
is a Certified Biblical Counselor with ACBC for 23 years.  He has been married to Karen for 43 
years, and they have two sons and nine grandchildren.  He enjoys traveling, gardening, and 
hanging with his family.  He and Karen are planning a trip to Alaska this summer. 

      Steve Karlen has a story that shows the power of initiative and engaging in the pro-life 
struggle. Steve's courageous journey is one he has shared in 35 states, Canada, and Mexico!  
Steve has always been pro-life, but, like many people, he never really did anything about it. 
All of that changed when his wife found out that a friend was pregnant and planning to 
have an abortion.  
Worried and not sure what to do, they offered to support this friend through her pregnancy 
and beyond. As a result, she made a life decision for her baby. Steve and his wife were 

scheduled to have dinner with her, but the friend never showed up. She instead went to have an abortion 
while they sat waiting for her. Steve knew then that it wasn’t enough for him to be pro-life; he had to do 
something about it. 

Shortly after getting involved in his community’s 40 Days for Life campaign, Steve found himself at the 
center of a nationwide controversy. The health system at the University of Wisconsin was secretly preparing 
to open a late-term abortion center on campus, and groups across the state looked to him for leadership. 

Steve responded immediately, working through the media and holding peaceful prayer rallies to try to 
stop the late-term abortion center from opening. Just days before the hospital’s board of directors voted on 
whether to proceed with the late-term abortion plan, Steve brought thousands of people to campus to 
prayerfully stand for life. The vote passed anyway, but Steve refused to give up. He continued to lead the 
community in opposing the late-term abortion center, resulting in numerous delays in its opening. Finally—
after nearly a year and a half—the University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics abandoned its plan to open an 
abortion facility. God had used Steve's small “yes” to win a huge victory for life! 

Steve went on to incorporate a local pro-life organization before serving as the development director 
at Pro-Life Wisconsin. He was then quickly asked to serve as a leader on the national, then international, level. 
He now serves as the Director of North American Outreach for 40 Days for Life. 

Steve and his work have been featured on American Family Radio, EWTN, the Christian Broadcasting 
Network, NBC, CBS and Fox affiliates, as well as numerous newspapers and radio stations. 

Steve lives in Madison, Wisconsin with his wife Laura and his children, Peter, John Paul, and Teresa. 


